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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East 
Grinstead and its environs. The town has a long history and a unique architect-
ural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of our generation. It 
should be our concern that such contributions as we in our turn make are worthy 
of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and visits. It pro-
duces a Bulletin of its news and of articles of local interest two or three times 
a year. in 1969 it produced a report on the High Street Conservation Area 
which was well received as the basis for future policy. It is also very active 
in making representations to the local authorities on planning matters. With 
the re-organisation of local government its importance as a watchdog has in-
creased. It has held five exhibitions, published a book of reminiscences, a 

town trail and three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs of the town, 
restored the churchyard railings and established a Town Museum in conjunction 
with the Town Council. 

The Society is registered as a charity. It is registered with the Civic Trust, 
a member of the Sussex Federation of Amenity Societies and affiliated to the 
Sussex Archaeological Society. A copy of its constitution is available on 
request. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to 
represent public opinion; the larger its membership the greater its influence. 
The subscription is 75 new pence a year (additional members in same family 
25), to be renewed every year on 1 January, except by those joining at or 
after the previous A.G.M. Subscriptions, preferably by bankervs  order, 
should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, East Grinstead, 

PRESIDENT 	 G.JOHNSON SMITH, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Chairman 	 C.E.HARTLAND, F.R.I.B.A. 
Vice-Chairman 	M.J.LEPPARD, M.A. (Press Correspondent, Editor) 
Hon,Treasurer 	A.C.COMBER, A.I.B. 

Hon. Secretary 	Miss G.V.F.EMMENS 

M.J.BERRY; J.CARPENTER, C.Eng., M.I.C.E., M.I.Struct.E.; L.GAYTON, 
C.W.GOOLDEN; Mrs K.M.JEFFERIES, B.Sc. (Membership Secretary); 
D.G.JOYCE, F.R.I.3.A.; Mrs J.RUSHMAN; P.D.WOOD, F.R.I.C.S. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

All official correspondence should be sent to the appropriate officer, 

do Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. Subscriptions should be sent to the 

Treasurer, notices of change of address and queries about subscriptions 
to the Membership Secretary, correspondence about the Museum, matter 
for the Bulletin and requests for publications to the Vice-Chairman, all other 
correspondence to the Honorary Secretary. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Permission to reproduce anything from the Bulletin must be sought from 
the Editor. Unsigned contributions are the work of the Editor or officers. 
Opinions in signed articles are not necessarily those of anyone but their 
authors. 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

EDITORIAL 

Inevitably this issue is overshadowed by the death of Mr Raymond Wood, to 
whom a tribute will be found below. We also print an article he wrote on the 
Hackenden Brickworks. At the same time our attention is directed towards the 
future by an article on junior membership while the tenth anniversary review of 
our amenity work provides material for a realistic assessment of our progress 
so far. Perhaps the ultimately most important achievement, as also the least 
susceptible to measurement, is a leavening effect, influencing public awareness 
and understanding of the unique character of our town and what makes for its 
well-being. About 2.2% of the population is in membership. Can we claim the 
rest is with us in spirit? 

(The tribute to Mr Wood is on p.5, the Hackenden article on pp. 6-10 and a biblio-
graphy of his contributions to our publications on p.13. News of our appeal in 

his memory is on p.5.) 

MEETING S 

17 January: Difficulties on the railways meant the calling off forthe second 
time of Mr R.Thorne's talk on Victorian pubs. Instead members present dis-

cussed some of the Society's concerns. 

21 February: STONEMASONRY was well presented to an appreciative audience 
by Mr R.Brooks, Superintendent of works at Chichester Cathedral. 

21 March: A packed meeting heard our own Mr P.D.Wood speak with authority 
(and not always uncritically) about LISTED BUILDINGS, both the legislation and 
our local examples. He was also able to give the first news of the 12 additions 
to the local list, recorded on p.13 below. 

18 April: Mr W.E.Mount spoke on East Sussex County Council's plans for the 
site of the battle of Hastings, 1066 COUNTRY. Several members signified an 
interest in a visit in the summer. Please inform Mr D.G.Jefferies, 36 
Portland Road (24775) as soon as possible if you would like to go. 

NEXT MEETING: District Planning Officer Mr D. A. L. Hanford and some of his 
colleagues on A DAY IN A PLANNING OFFICE, 16 May. 

THE COMMITTEE met on 10 January, 28 February and 11 April. Next meeting: 
23 May. 

BULLETINS 

We are glad to report that Bulletin 25 (December 1978) was published at the 
end of January, considerably less delayed than had been the case with some 
recent issues. No-27 should appear in September. All contributions by 
Wednesday 18 July, please, to Mr M.J.Leppard, Sackviile School. 

The committee decided that, even though editorship is ultimately a one-man 
job, present arrangements place too heavy a burden on the Bulletin's editor 
and that an assistant should be appointed, not leas- to take over in the event of 
the editor's indisposition. We are glad to report that Mrs J.M.Edye, B. A. 

of Thrush Field, Coombe Hill Road (23157) has accepted that position. 

COVER PICTURE: See article on p.15, 



MUSEUM NEWS 

The Museum is proud to report that, thanks to the devotion of the stewards, 
it opened to the public every Wednesday and Saturday afternoon of the winter, 
no matter how bad the weather. It continues to attract a stream of visitors 

and a flow of donations. Soon a cabinet in the corridor will make it possible to 
display new accessions as they come in. We are very grateful to Mr and Mrs 
B.W.Divall for their good work in making and installing blinds to protect the 
exhibits from the harmful effects of the sun and many smaller practical tasks. 

Temporary exhibitions resumed in February (after the removal of the cab-

inet for the Christmas party season in the hail) with SEEN FROM ABOVE, a 
selection of unfamiliar views of East Grinstead, followed in March and April 
by FIELD WALKING, an illustration of the sorts of things that can be found by 
observant walkers in fields and by the wayside and how they should berecorded 
if they are to contribute fully to our knowledge of the past. The subject for 
May and June is to be ASPECTS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR IN EAST GRINSTEAD. 

We were pleased to be able to mount a small exhibition, SIXTY YEARS IN 
EAST GRINSTEAD, at the new sub-branch of the Midland Bank in London Road 

during January and February. 

The Museum's great need at present is more stewards. For various rea-
sons people who have undertaken the duty have to drop out, so we are always 
glad of new names. All that is required is being present with another steward 
for three hours on a Wednesday or Saturday afternoon about once every six 
weeks to keep an eye on things and attend to visitors as necessary. There is 
no need to be an expert on the Museum's contents or the 	s history as 
questions can always be noted down for someone else to answer later. Offers 
of help to Mr M.J.Leppard, please. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY TREE PLANTING: It is good to be able to report the plant-
ing of the first instalment of our trees on King George ' s Field on 30 March in 
the presence of the Chairman of the District Council. We were pleased to 
have the assistance of some pupils of Sackville School and hope that such in-
volvement will help young people to care more for trees and other features of 
their environment. The remaining trees will be planted as soon as possible 
after the completion of work on the new swimming pool. 

KELLY V5  DIRECTORIES: As readers of the local press will know, one of the 
divisions of I.P.C. Business Press Information Services Ltd., which has re-

cently moved to the town, the old established business of Kelly's Directories, 
has been exercised where to bestow its valuable library of historic direc-
tories. Our advice having been sought, we have arranged contact between 
the firm and the University of Sussex Library, where' - both prbpr care and 
proper availability to students could be assured. 

MAY DAY: We are preparing to take part in the fair in the High Street organ-
ised by the local Lions for 7 May and have been able to give some advice in 
the preparations. 

WEIR WOOD RESERVOIR: We have pointed out the drawbacks in Forest Row 
Parish Council's plan for a viewing area at the Willets Bridge end, just over 
our boundary. We are concerned that the details of size, lay-out and surface 
may not be adequate, and with its commercialisation and road safety. 

OTHER AMENITY MATTERS AND CEMETERY CHAPELS: See p.12. 
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RAYMOND HERBERT WOOD 

by M.J.Leppard 

The death on 30 January of 
Mr R.H.Wood is a very real loss 
to our Society and to the town at 
large. 

A native of East Grinstead 
who spent all his working life here, 
Mr. Wood had a definite love for the 
place and its history, as several 
affectionate memories of its life 
in his youth and other articles pub-
lished in our pages testify. It was 
only natural that he was in the fore- 

front of the moves to establish this Society in 1968. From then on, usually with 
his wife, he took an unobtrusive but whole-hearted part in all its activities, includ-
ing for several years single-handed scrutiny of all planning applications on our be-
half, service deservedly recognised by our making them both honorary members in 
1977. His retirement in 1967 had, fortunately for us and for posterity, given him 
the opportunity to pursue his interests in vernacular architecture and the history of 
Sackville College. His meticulous undertaking and presentation of his research in 
various periodicals, in his comprehensive and scholarly history of the College and 
in the admirable guidebook based on it will be valuable and reliable for generations. 
Your editor can testify that everything he wrote was so well expressed that abbre-
viation was impossible and clarification never necessary, and he was always ready 
to try to answer queries or give any other help that might be requested. 

Above all it is Mr. Wood's integrity that will be remembered by all who knew 
him, a man without affectation or pretension of any kind, aptly characterised at 
his funeral as a pilgrim, for in him one saw a detachment and a contentment that 
few achieve but all of us could do well to aspire to. 

The wider extension of his interests in the Wealden Group, the Vernacular 
Architecture Group and the Sussex Archaeological Society, his involvement in 
many other aspects of the life of the town and his professional career must be 
celebrated by others in other places. We can be glad to have known him, to 
have so much from his pen and to have his widow and his son still actively with 
us, and we can show our appreciation in the Society's project for 1979 dedicated 
to his memory. 

1979 PROJECT 

When it was suggested in our last issue that members might like to think about 
a project for 1979 it was not possible to foresee that the death of Mr R.H.Wood 
would provide the answer. But the spontaneous action of several members in 
sending donations in his memory decided the committee, after consultation with 
his family, on inviting contributions towards a seat at Sackville College. Since 

the sending out of the appeal (which all members should have received by now) 
it has been agreed with the College authorities that the seat would be better in-
side the quadrangle where visitors awaiting guides can use it as well as resi-

dents. It is hoped to 'unveil' the seat on the afternoon of 7 May durinq the May 

Day celebrations. 
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Plan I is from the 1873 25" Ordnance map, surveyed c.1870, before either 

railway or brickyard existed. Imposed upon it is the outline of the site as 
later used. 

Plan 2 is from the 25" Ordnance map of c.1910. By that time the site was 
fully in use. 

Plan 3 (opposite) is from the latest edition of the 25" Ordnance Survey on 
which the housing development appears. There are, of course, more houses 

now, north of the railway. Two quarries, nbw disused, are marked A and B. 
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SOME NOTES ON HACKENDEN BRICKYARD 

by R.H.Wood 

The writer has not been able to establish a definite date for the beginning of 
production. The first operators known to him are Harwood and Young, in whose 
time the bricks were stamped 'H Y'. In the East Grinstead Observer of 14 
March 1903 Hackenden Stone Quarry is advertised as supplying stone, ballast 
and bricks, the proprietors being Harwood and Young and their office at 138 
London Road. This brings into notice the quarries marked below. The office 
address is that of John Stenning & Son Ltd, of which firm Harold Barter Young 
was a director and local manager. Henry Young lived in a house called The 

Hollies surrounded by his builder's yard fronting the London Road a little north 
of the present Roman Catholic Church. In Kelly's Directory of 1915 and 1918 
Harold Barter Harwood appears as 'brickmaker', although he remained then 

and much later. 
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Plan 4, created by Mr 
Mark Berry, shows the 
working layout in the 
brickyard's later years. 
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in his appointment with Stennings. The works were taken over by Martin Smith 

& Foster, builders, 'in the early 1920s'and the directories of 1922, 24, 30, 
34 and 38 name the Hackenden Brick Company Ltd. This company was presum-
ably formed for the brickmaking enterprise and controlled by the building firm 
until about 1950 when the interest passed to W.T.Lamb & Son. Brickmaking 
ceased in 1956 and not long thereafter the land was sold for development. 

Clay could be dug almost anywhere on the site. The two quarries furnished 
the stone advertised and also the sand gravel used in the brick mix. Some may 
yet recall the narrow-gauge rails which once passed along the road and over the 
railway bridge and along which these materials were brought in horse-drawn 

skips. 

Some explanation of earlier working methods may best be followed on plan 4 
(opposite). In the autumn enough clay to make a million bricks was taken out 
and carted to the 'homic hole' where it was laid about 2'9" deep. Upon it was 
laid some 1'6" of sand gravel, prepared in the 'sand plain'. Over all was 
spread 10" to 12" of coke breeze or dust. Thus it stood through the winter, 
afterwards to be hand-barrowed to the mixing mill, two rollers turning in oppo-
site directions above a heavy iron pan. Until about 1910 the mill was powered 
by a wood-burning steam engine fuelled with waste from Stennings' timber yard. 
Later came a gas engine. By the sound of its explosion the writer as a boy 
always knew when the wind was in the north. A man with a 'turning iron' (fig. 
1, opposite) stood by to move the contents of the pan. All this seems to be 
known in the trade as 'hummocking' or 'horn mocking', derived no doubt from 
the significance of a heap. 

The final mix or 'pug' was hand-barrowed to a heap beside the brickmaker's 

bench, about 2 1  cubic yards serving for 1000 bricks. From this heap an assist- 2 

ant raised it to bench level, whence with a 'cockle' (fig. 2, opposite) the brick-
maker could cut out enough for moulding one brick. On the bench was a 'stock', 
a flat wooden base on which the mould (having sides but not top or bottom) was 
set. Both were sanded before putting in the mix. Superfluous mix was struck 
off the filled mould with what some call a 'strike'. In later times at Hackenden 
a Berry machine was installed, which speeded up the moulding operation. The 
finished bricks, each on a 'pallett board', were laid on a 'bearing-off barrow' 
(fig.3, below) designed to carry 30 wet bricks, the whole weighing 350-400 lbs. 

Air-drying took place on rows 7 bricks high, called 'hacks', under portable 
wooden covers. Later these rows were 'skintled' or 'skinkled', i.e.  some 
bricks were turned sideways to admit more air, a task sometimes shared by 
women. 

Fig.3 



Final burning at Hackenden took place not in kilns but in clamps, sometimes 
called 'scove kilns'. Photograph 1 (below) shows the building of a clamp of 
300,000 bricks, its sides having an inward slope. The bottom layer was laid 
to admit draught and upon it was a complete layer of coke breeze. At ground 
level a gap about 4' wide was left in one side, held open by timber. Here coke, 
made red-hot nearby by wood firing, was thrust into the coke layer of the clamp 
and, under draught, spread fire across the whole. 

In due time the clamp was 'stripped' (photograph 2, below) for loading and 
carrying away. The barrows used were made to hold 72 burnt bricks, weighing 
in all about 5 cwt and moved only by man power to the loading point. Thence 
they travelled by the railway, originally by horse and cart. 

In earlier days they were sold by 74s. per 1000 free-on-rail and 'a-t-r', 
which last is to say 'as they rise' and which signified acceptance unselected as 
coming from the clamp. The 1974 equivalent was not less than £41.50 per 1000. 

Photographs I below and 2 right 
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The writer owes to Mr M.J.Leppard (documentary references), Mr L.C. 
Spillman, f'Ir Arthur Furminger and his son much help in preparing these 
notes. It is notable that the Furminger family furnished four generations of 
foremen to Hackenden, one of whom in addition farmed Blackwell Farm. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: It is hoped to publish in our next Bulletin some account of 
earlier brickrnakinq and related industries in East Grjnstead.) 

QUERY: Miss Mea Allan of West Wood, Walberswick, Southwold, Suffolk is 
writing a book on William Robinson of Gravetye. She would be glad to hear from 
anyone with any information about Robinson or Gravetye that might he helpful to 
her, including personal recollections and the whereabouts of relevant published 

or unpublished material. 



THE SOCIETY AND LOCAL AMENITY 

by P.D.Wood 

For the last ten years our Bulletins have carried, like a flag nailed to a short 
mast, a couple of paragraphs on page 2 about our aims and objects. Our pro-
fessed primary objective is to protect and improve the amenities of East 
Grinstead and its environs. To what extent have we succeeded? Or even tried? 

Looking back through the files it is clear that one of our most influential 
acts came soon after our foundation In 1969 four or five of us prodiced a re-
port on the High Street.. This had no very wide circulation but it did, one sus-
pects for.the first time, bring to the notice of many of our councillors and 
council officers the fact that the High Street really is something out of the ord-
inary, deserving special care. Certainly one noticed from that time an incre-
ased interest in the conservation area and an increased tendency for planning 
officers and committees to take it seriously. 

This can be rated as a positive success. It must be confessed that we have 
had few others as good. Minor successes have included assistance in preser-
ving the High Street plane tree (1969) and the planting of a back-up or future 
replacement nearby (1978), the organisation of a photographic survey of the 
town's buildings in co-operation with West Sussex County Council (1975, con-
tinuing), the publication of an article on tree policy, subsequent planting and 
the organization of a tree survey (1976-9), the restoration of the churchyard 
railings (1977), the publication of a town trail (1977) and twelve additions to 
the list of buildings of architectural or historic interest (1979). 

Less positive results have come from most of our representations which, 
while they absorb a good deal of committee time, are eventually lost to view 
in planning authority offices or the Department of the Environment. We have 
written about the Crawley-Gatwick sub-regional study, the bypass, the inner 
relief road, the draft structure plans of both East and West Sussex, the pro-
posed shopping precinct, the Cemetery Chapels, the churchyard and numer-
ous others. We try to talk sense; we hope that we add an ounce to the right 
side of the scales; but we cannot pretend that in these matters we have de-
cisively swayed public policy. 

Several of these topics are still under discussion. We are persistent 
about extending the conservation area, improving street furniture, removing 
unnecessary signs, suggesting additional listed buildings, nagging about brick 
pavements and so forth. The principal requirement is endless patience. 

Sometimes we have failed. We failed to save the Goods Shed, Zion Manse 
or Severals, our little effort for Britain in Bloom was a flop and our efforts 
to ensure that West Street car park was kept leafy went unheeded. The brick 
pavings were pulled up outside the Dorset Arms and, no matter what we say, 
we are getting pink concrete street lamps. Sorry - we tried - we really did. 

In some arguments we did not speak at all. We made no effort to save the 
old railway station orthe Hermitage, we made no protest at Sainsburys new 
premises and we say very little about Gatwick Airport. There are those 
members who thought, and think, that we should have done so. This kind of 
disagreement is bound to arise occasionally but we were silent because we 
thought it right, not because we couldn't be bothered. 

11 



Summing it all up as ten years work by a Society of 400 people and a 
committee of ten or so, it doesn't look very much. No doubt we should have 
done more. We are becoming steadily more active and it seems likely that 
more will be achieved in the next ten years than in the last ten. 

Members comments and suggestions are very valuable to the committee so 
please help to keep up the two-way traffic. Members have been known to say 

nothing, then resign because nothing got done: if you care that much, we want 

you with us 

AMENITY MATTERS 

CEMETERY CHAPELS: Our hopes for preserving these chapels in beneficial use 
have come considerably nearer fulfillment with the interest of the East Grinstead 
Amateur Boxing Club in their conversion to a gymnasium and training area. A 
working party of representatives of the Club and our Society has submitted an 
application for change of use and is looking into the financing, including a 
public appeal and the availability of grants. It is provisionally estimated that 

about £10 9 000 will be needed for conversion (including the provision of lava-

tories and drainage) and another £10,000 for restoration. When full permission 
is obtained it should be possible to start work in September and to have one 
room ready for use by Christmas. By then a trust will be able to run the pro-
ject and, its objective obtained, this Society's formal involvement will cease. 

MEETING WITH COUNTY OFFICIALS: Concerned at the lack of success achieved 
by our representations on amenity matters (signs, paving, lamp-posts etc0) 
we wrote to the County Surveyor pointing out that lack of progress in them 
amounts cumulatively to deterioration in the town about which we feel very 
strongly. As a result a meeting at Chichester is being arranged between some 
of our committee and appropriate officers to discuss our grievances. 

INNER RELIEF ROAD: A working party set up by the committee in January has 
produced a report on the basis of which comments will be sent to the County 
Engineer for discussion at the meeting noted in the last paragraph. We shall 
continue to monitor the remaining works and use of the road. 

GATWICK AIRPORT: 'The battle is joined' says the latest Newsletter of the 
Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign, commenting on the British Airports 
Authority's intention to build a second terminal at Gatwick. 'GACC resolves 
to resist this infamous imposition with all its power and to mobilise public op-
inion to such an extent that the Government will be compelled to think again.' 
A major publicity campaign has been launched, a widespread petition is to be 
arranged and meetings will be held. Sympathisers should consider becoming 
members of GACC Supporters' Association (minimum subscription 50 n.p. to 
85 Balcombe Road, Horley). Our Society is a corporate member. 

FIRE COVER: Following the local press reports in January we strongly represen-
ted to the County the threat to East Grinstead in the proposed down-grading of 
our fire station, both as yet another erosion of those services which character-
ise any town worthy of the name and asa weakening of the defence against dis-
aster of a town of 20,000 close to Gatwick Airport, on an important main port 
and holiday road, with several factories and two large compact schools and 
with probably the highest number of timber-framed buildings in the whole ad-
ministrative county. We hope the reprieve is permanent. 

BRICKBAT to Mid Sussex District Council for fixing its official election notices 
to trees instead of the boards required by law to be provided for the purpose 
outside churches and elsewhere. 

12 
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LISTED BUILDINGS 

News of the success of 12 of our 25 proposals for addition to the statutory 

list of buildings of architectural or historic interest (see Bulletin 25) came 
just in time to be announced to our members at the meeting on the subject on 
21 March. Those accepted are: 

1 THE PEST HOUSE, Dorset Avenue, a late-18th century vernacular house built 
as an isolation hospital for those inoculated against smallpox. 

2 DOVECOTES and THE GATEHOUSE, Dunnings Road; see cover picture and p.15. 

3 THE CROWN HOTEL, c.1840 outside but containing remains of a 15th-16th cen-
tury timber-framed house, early 19th century staircase and evidence of a dragon 

beam. 

4 THE OLD LOCK-UP 9  90 High Street, built c.1830 as combined constable's house 
and gaol (the cell was behind the diamond-shaped window with the iron grille), 
from the brickwork apparently originally one storey only. Included for historic 

interest. 

5 CLARENDON COTTAGE, a 16th century timber-framed house behind Clarendon 
House, Judges Terrace. 

6 5  7 5  8 BARTON ST MARY, Lewes Road, its gatehouse and an ornamental temple 

over pond in grounds, all designed by Lutyens in 1906. 

9 BROCKHURST DAIRY, an ornamental brick dairy of c.1870, described and 
illustrated in our Bulletin 23 (January 1978). 

10 The PUMP HOUSE, Luxfords Lane, a mid-19th century octagonal horse-gin 

shelter. 

11 The Playfield WATER TOWER, built 1914 for the Water Company by its engineer, 
W.Vaux-Graham. 

12 79 & 79A HIGH STREET, part of same structure as already listed 81 High 
Street (late-18th century house, altered in 19th century). 

These additions formed the subject of an admirable feature in the East 
Grinstead Observer of 12 April, with photographs, descriptions and inter-
views with some of the resident owners. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MR R.H.WOOD'S CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR PUBLICATIONS 

ARCHITECTURE: Reconstruction of 30-32 High Street (Bulletin 1, illustrated), 
Old Hollybush Farm: 5-6 Standen Cottages (5,illus.), Moat Church (5, 
with M.J.Leppard), 7-9-11 High Street (11,illus.), Estcots (12, illus.), 
159-161 London Road (16, illus.), 11-12 Middle Row (17, illus.), Protection of 
Buildings of Historic and Architectural Interest (2). 

PEOPLE: 'Daddy Curly-Locks' (10), Robinson of Gravetye (13), The Chiel 
(15, illus.), Not By Bread Alone (19, illus.), Brighton Jack (19), I.D.Margary 
(19). 

OTHER REMINISCENCES: East Grinstead Fairs (6), Philomela 's Ghost (6), 
Punctured (7), The Playfield (9), Lucis Ante Terminum (19), Unhappy, Far-
Off Things (23), Battles Long Ago (24). 

HISTORY: Resurrection: Musings on the Parish Register (3), Barberism 
(14), Some Notes on Hackenden Brickyard (26). 

CONTEMPORARY: Churchyard (5), Temptation (7), Our 'Image' (13), 
Doomsday Hall (15). 

In addition Mr Wood was one of the anonymous authors of our Special Report 

on the High Street (1969) and a contributor to our Reminiscences of East 

Grinstead, 1893-1914 (1973)0 His guide to Sackville College was noticed in 
Bulletin 10. 



JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP 

by M.J.Berry 

In an article by Katharine Singleton of the Civic Trust called 'Youth 
and the Amenity Societies' a number of important issues is brought out 
which should not go unheeded by any active society such as ours. She 
says: 'Efforts made by local societies to involve schools and young peo-
ple in their work have taken different forms . ... In some cases the 
formation of a separate youth section has achieved worthwhile results. 

However, there are many local societies that have not yet consid-
ered directing their activities towards young people. ... If real inter -
est is shown to the society by local youth groups and schools it will be 
found that the thorough knowledge of the area combined with the exper-
tise, interest and enthusiasm present in most societies can be har-

nessed to the benefit of the whole community.' 

The East Grinstead Society can by no means be considered backward 
in this respect since it has been looking onto the possible avenues by 
which it can reach the young people of East Grinstead for over a year 

now. At the beginning of 1978 a sub-committee was set up to discuss 
the idea of the formation of a junior section. It was felt that the 
Society's membership roll showed a deficiency of young people below 
the age of 20. At that time there were only 11 people within that age 

group, including me. 

The first meeting of this committee was in March 1978 and the 

topics discussed fell into two categories: (I) How to attract new 
junior members, and (2) Whether to organise a separate programme 
of activities and, if so, of what nature. Discussion of this kind led 
to consolidation of the Society's views on junior membership and is 
now beginning to bear fruit. 

The first official meeting of the junior members took place on 17 
February this year. Although rather poorly attended it was the launch-
ing pad for what is envisaged as a vital part of the Society ' s life in the 
future. In addition, a recent campaign in the two local secondary 
schools has met an enthusiastic response but the full results of it are 
not known yet. 

Amongst other things a future project for the juniors will be the 
restoration of the white 19th century railings which run along the south 
side of Lewes Road between the Fairfield Road junctions. However, 
this work will only be fairly superficial since the more substantial 

restoration work would require professional assistance. 

At the moment there is no special junior subscription rate but it 
is hoped to get this part of the Society properly constituted in the near 
future. It has been suggested that a suitable age range would be from 
11 to 18, in which there are still only about 20 members in the Society. 
We are looking for a marked increase in the near future. Maybe your 
son or daughter is interested in joining and, if you are already a mem-
ber, it would, under existing provisions, only cost him or her 25 new 
pence to become a full additional member. 

I' m sure it would give people in East Grinstead great joy to see a 
lively interest in their town displayed by the youth of East Grinstead. 
No, they don't all loiter round the streets 'putting the boot in'. I 
believe that when it is the turn of today's youth to look after this town 
they should continue and improve upon the precedent set by our Soc-

iety. 
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THE GATEHOUSE AND DOVECOTES, DUNNINGS ROAD 

by M.J.Leppard 

On 2 October 1860  the Parish Vestry approved a scheme by which Mr C.C. 
Tooke of Hurst-an-Clays gave land for making a road from Ship Street where 
the tennis courts now are to Hermitage Lane, i.e. the modern line of Ship 
Street, in return for the relinquishment of all public rights over the existing 
road, which ran immediately past his front door. The former road thus be-
came his private entrance drives, with Field Cottage guarding one end and 
the Dovecote (as it was originally called) the other. W.H.Hills implies that 
the Dovecote was already standing (History of East Grinstead, p.159) but it 
seems unlikely that it should have been built across a public road and, since 
the stones forming the wall on the west side of the new part of Ship Street are 
said to have come from the old Workhouse in London Road which Mr Tooke 
bought in 1862 and whose site he sold back in 1864 (Hills, op. cit. , p.231), it 
seems possible that some materials from that source were used for the Dove-
cote. If this is true, it can be fairly precisely dated. 

It certainly looks new in the photograph above, from the Town Museum 
collection, attributed to 1864 and now somewhat stained and torn. The roman-
tic tower housed a functional dovecote, hence the original name. Later 
photographs and W.R.Pepper's 1885 drawing (reproduced on the front of our 
Bulletin 6, May 1971) show the addition of trelliswork and a profusion of 
creeping plants. Later photographs still (probably between the wars) show 
a new pair of gates (solid not barred), the removal of trellis and creeper, 
tile hanging on the wall over the arch and a new door in the right hand part, 
still there today. Finally, probably about 16 years ago when the Hurst-an-
Clays estate was sold for housing development, the space under the arch 
was turned into extra rooms and the building divided into two houses, the 
Gatehouse on the left and Dow-cotes on the right, as seen in the modern 
photograph on our front cover, kindly provided by our members Mr and Mrs 
J.Francis who live in the Gatehouse. Both they and the present writer would 
be glad to learn more of the building's history, including the name of its 

architect. Can anyone help? 



THE SUSSEX ARMS 

The local press recently reported the possibility of this unpretentious pub's 

being redecorated in a ' Wild West '  style and given some appropriate new name. 

Though the building seems little older than the turn of the century its name can 
be traced back far enough to remind us that place-names are as much one of 
the important strands in our history as buildings but seemingly much less es-
teemed. A conveyance of 7 July 1865 (in which it is not named) from George 
Cooper, ironmonger, to Charles Absalom, brewer, the earliest deed held by 

the brewers, can be taken as the start of its story, for there is no reliable re- 
cord of it any earlier. * The first definite mention so far traced is in H arrodV s  

Directory of Sussex for 1867. The engraved glass ('Sussex inn') in the win-
dows and doors is probably the most noteworthy feature of the building. 

M.J.L. 

* W.H.Hills is vague (History of East Grinstead, p.266). A mention of it in 
1810 in a 19th century work, Famous Fights, merely seems to be reading back 
contemporary places. 

PUBLICATIONS 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF DORMANS PARK by a long-established resident, Comman-
der Lowis, is a light and lively account of the houses, people and stories of the 
estate, based mainly on personal memory. A map from 1931 auction partic-
ulars is not adequate for those without personal knowledge of the area. There 
is also a rather dark aerial photograph from the 1930s. Though hardly a history 
the booklet is a valuable record of much that, being documented no other way, 
usually escapes the historian. (50 n.p. from Goulden's bookshop, proceeds 
to League of Friends of Queen Victoria Hospital.) 

THE SOUTH SAXONS, a volume of essays to celebrate the 1500th anniversary of 
the traditional date for the Saxon invasion of Sussex, edited by P.F.Brandon, is 
an important re-assessment of 600 dark years suggesting many promising lines 
for further research, not least in our own area. Of particular local interest 
are chapters on place-names, the South Saxon Andredesweald and the Domesday 
record. (Phillimore, 1978, £8.75) 

ASHURST WOOD NEWS: Number 5, for March 1979, has appeared, 10 n0p. + 
postage from Mrs G.Shuttleworth, 19 School Lane, Ashurst Wood, from whom 

also back numbers may be obtained. Though now in a more modest format it 
remains a valuable record of life in a n area little known to most townspeople. 

SUSSEX BIBLIOGRAPHY for 1977 has now been published, 50 n.p. (Enquire at 
Public Library.) 

EXPLORING MUSEUMS IN SUSSEX: The revised and enlarged second edition of 
this useful guide (noticed in Bulletin 25) is on sale in our Museum, 15 n. p. 
So are two short introductions to topics on which visitors often seek advice. 
HOW TO TRACE THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE and HOW TO TRACE THE HISTORY 

OF YOUR FAMILY, both published by East Sussex County Record Office (each 
20 n.p.). 

ST MARY'S CHURCH: The Rev. F.J.Hawkins points out that the guide noticed in 
our last issue is not in fact the first but a revision of one by his predecessor. 
If anyone has a copy of that or any earlier version it would be a welcome add-
ition to our Museum collection. 

MEMBERSHIP of our Society stood at 440 on 11 April. Members are reminded 
that all subscriptions were due for renewal on 1 January, unless taken out at or 
after 1978 A.G.M.  
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